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RECORD OF ESKANDAE RftMi [ALEXANDER THE GREAT],

Yerses : From his childhood Eskandar courted fame
To gain for knowledge a great name.
By day he practised justice and equity,
From night to morning liberality.
Though devoted to war and strife
He also boasted of foresight in life ;
The good with gold and silver he rewarded,
The wicked he entirely discarded.
Learned men he always praised,
And higher than the moon he raised.

In tlie Greek language the name of Eskandar was
* Akhshidrush, meaning a philosopher, which, word is com-
posed of filla and sfifa; the former signifies c a lover/ and
the latter 'wisdom.3 Accordingly the word filsilf means ' a
lover of wisdom.' Some historians and biographers, how-
ever, call him Zidqarneen Asyhar [Lesser two-horned],
because they are of opinion that Ztdqarmen Akber
[Greater two-horned] was the builder of the rampart, who
is mentioned in the glorious Quran, and whose deeds have
been recorded in a former portion of this work.

It is certain from ancient chronicles that Eskandar the
Macedonian, who is also called Zuiqarneon and Eskandar
Rumi and Ydnani, was a high potentate, mighty king, and
world-conquering sovereign, whose exploits of bravery and
liberality are universally known. His victorious arzny
marched from Rum [Greece] to Khatay [China], to Khotun,
and thence to the countries of Hind and Bind, so that his
innumerable forces overran mountains and plains, land and
seas, and even the ocean. Concerning his birth and epithet
of Zulqarneen various opinions are current among historians.
Some authorities state that Eskandar was the son of Dara,
the Greater, as has been recorded in the biography of the
latter. The same authorities assert that he married EOUH-
hang/24:l the daughter of Dam the Less, but the author of
this work believes it to be highly improbable that a God-
fearing arid religious king would marry the daughter of his
brother, unless it be supposed that in former religions such

m Called Roxane by Arrian, DiodoruB, and others.